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“Since 1775, American Sol-
diers have represented the
very best of our nation as they
embody courage, sacrifice
and strength who have sworn
to defend the Constitution and
core American values.”
-Secretary of the Army, Honor-
able Dan P. Driscoll

BATON ROUGE, La. — Reflec-
tive of the Secretary of the
Army’s thoughts, local citizens
across the U.S. Army Recruiting
Battalion-Baton Rouge footprint
celebrated 250-years of the U.S.
Army’s commitment to its Na-
tion, during the branch’s actual
inception, the week of June 14.
This battalion is responsible for
Army recruiting throughout Lou-
isiana, Mississippi, and western
Tennessee and locals celebrated
with cake-cutting ceremonies,
Future Soldier swear-ins and rec-
ognition from state and local mu-
nicipalities.

“Our goal was threefold: maxi-
mize public participation; spread
the message of the Army’s past,
present, and future importance in
defending this great nation; and
lastly, inform the public about its
life-changing benefits and op-
portunities that come with serv-
ice,” Lt. Col. Nicholas M. James,
Battalion Commander, U.S.
Army Recruiting Battalion
Baton Rouge.

Organized into 45 recruiting sta-
tions, the battalion leads eight (8)
recruiting companies located in
notable American cities: New
Orleans, Memphis, Baton
Rouge, Jackson, Shreveport,
Hattiesburg, Tupelo and Lafay-
ette—where Mayors and Gov-

Military, Law, and more ...

Louisiana, Mississippi, and western Tennessee locals
celebrate Army’s 250th anniversary across the U.S.
Army Recruiting Battalion-Baton Rouge area
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ne 14 United States Army Day in the City of Bartlett, Tennessee. 1st Lt. Steven Lon-

dono, Memphis Army Recruiting Company Executive Officer and 1st Sgt. to Memphis Army Recruiting Company, Jason
Horton receives the proclamation honoring the Army’s 250th birthday.

ernors were invited to recognize
the day’s momentous occasion
which acknowledged 250-years
of service.

Local officials and communities
responded to the invite hand-
somely.

“Each of our eight companies
coordinated their own Army
Birthday celebrations attended

and supported by various state
and local officials,” James said.
“Many state and local officials
honored our men and women
with proclamations that will
forever commemorate this mo-
mentous occasion.”

The battalion contacted each city
in its area-of-responsibility, re-
sulting in over 20 cities declaring

June 14 as ‘Army Day’.

New Orleans Company

A few weeks of planning with the
City of New Orleans mayoral
staff unfurled an Army birthday
celebration with Mayor Latoya
Cantrell and staff presenting a
proclamation to the New Orleans
Company. Two active-duty Sol-
diers, 1st Lt. Michael Nickles

and Sgt.1st Class Donavin Carey
journeyed to New Orleans’ City
Hall where a small presentation
ceremony was held.

“The presentation went well, and
the mayor’s staff was welcoming
to our presence,” Nickels said.
We had good conversation about
the Army and its recruiting mis-
sion.”

Profile: Medal of Honor recipient Air Force Capt. Steven
Logan Bennett gave up life for wingman during Vietnam

By Katie Lange
Dept. of Defense (DOD)

WASHINGTON, D.C., June 30,
2025 When friendly troops fight-
ing in Vietnam needed airpower
to survive, Air Force Capt.
Steven Logan Bennett didn't hesi-
tate to come to their rescue.
When his aircraft was seriously
damaged during that attempt,
Bennett made another quick deci-
sion — to give up his life so his
wingman could survive. That ex-
traordinary act of heroism led to
Bennett posthumously receiving
the Medal of Honor.

Bennett was born April 22, 1946,
in Palestine, Texas, to Elwin and
Edith Bennett. He had five
siblings.

After a few years in Texas, the

family moved to Lafayette, Lou-
isiana, where Bennett grew up
playing football. After high
school, he attended the Univer-
sity of Southwestern Louisiana,
now known as the University of
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Louisiana at Lafayette, and par-
ticipated in the school's Air Force
ROTC program.

After graduating with a bach-
elor's degree in science in the
spring of 1968, Bennett joined
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the Air Force and, once he'd
completed pilot training, re-
ceived his commission. Shortly
after, he married his girlfriend,
Linda Leveque. They went on to
have a daughter, Angela.

By 1970, Bennett had completed
B-52  Stratofortress bomber
training and a course to become
a forward air controller. In April
1972, he deployed to Vietnam
and was assigned to the 20th
Tactical Air Support Squadron.
Bennett was in the country for
less than three months when he
gave his life to save another.

On June 29, 1972, Bennett flew
his OV-10 Bronco light attack
and observation aircraft as part
of a mission to direct close-air
support strikes by Navy fighters
along a heavily defended area

Happy Fourth of July!
Happy Freedom!
Stay Safe!

FedEx St. Jude Champion-
ship to give complimentary
tickets to military personnel

All military personnel
should visit FedExCham-
pionship.com/tickets to
claim their tickets, if assis-
tance is needed, please
contact: ticketsupport@pga-
tourhg.com.

Parking passes are not in-
cluded in any ticket pur-
chases. A separate parking
pass is required each day of
tournament week and must
be purchased online in
advance.

near Quang Tri City in South
Vietnam. Sitting in the rear seat
of the aircraft was Marine Corps
Capt. Michael B. Brown, an air-
borne artillery observer, who was
also directing gunfire from two
American destroyers stationed in
the Gulf of Tonkin.

After approximately three hours,
the pair was ready to return to Da
Nang Air Base, Vietnam, when
Bennett received a call for help.
A small South Vietnamese unit
of about 50 men was close to
being overrun by a much larger
enemy force. They needed air
support to escape.
Unfortunately, no friendly fire-
power was left in the area. Ben-
nett was informed there was no
tactical air support, and any sup-
porting gunfire from the ships off
the coast would endanger the
South Vietnamese unit. The only
way the unit would get help from
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NRA names
Kyle Lamb as
Brand
Ambassador

for America’s
Rifle
Challenge

FAIRFAX, VA, June 30, 2025 -
The National Rifle Association
of America (NRA) proudly an-
nounces Sergeant Major (Ret.)
Kyle Lamb as a Brand Ambassa-
dor for the NRA America’s Rifle
Challenge (ARC), an innovative
training and competition pro-
gram built around the safe and ef-
fective use of the AR-I5
platform.

A legend in the tactical and fire-
arms training world, Kyle Lamb
brings more than two decades of
elite military experience and an
unmatched legacy of leadership
to ARC. Lamb served for more
than 21 years in the United States
Army, including 15 years in the
elite 1st SFOD-D (Delta Force).
Kyle and Melynda Lamb are the
Founders of Viking Tactics

A legend in the tactical and|
firearms training world, Kyle
Lamb brings more than two
decades of elite military ex-
perience and an unmatched
legacy of leadership to ARC.
Lamb served for more than
21 years in the United States|
Army, including 15 years in|
the elite 1st SFOD-D (Delta
Force). Kyle and Melynda
Lamb are the Founders of
Viking Tactics (VIAC), a pre-
mier firearms training organ-|
ization known for its qualit)
instruction, innovative gear,
and functional designs, in-
cluding the highly respected,
VTAC Sling.

(VTAC), a premier firearms
training organization known for
its quality instruction, innovative
gear, and functional designs, in-
cluding the highly respected
VTAC Sling. Beyond the battle-
field, Lamb is a passionate com-
petition shooter, hunter, firearms
instructor, and accomplished au-
thor, and he and his wife are the
founders of the nonprofit group
“Stay in the Fight Foundation.”

“Kyle Lamb is one of the most
respected voices in the tactical
and firearms training com-
munity,” said Cole McCulloch,
Director of NRA Competitive
Shooting. “His leadership, in-
structional experience, competi-
tions experience, and dedication
to real-world performance are ex-
actly what ARC is all about. As
Brand Ambassador, Kyle Lamb
will bring his decades of elite-
level experience and instruction
to the ARC program — elevating
training standards, promoting
safety, and expanding awareness
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